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Hundreds of Indian Lake students sing together during the “Hope for a Better Day” concert in early November.
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Dear Indian Lake Community,
I want to personally thank the voters of our school 

district for coming out in great numbers to pass our recent 
levy. There is a real sense of relief in our buildings to know 

you support our students, teachers 
and staff. We appreciate that you 
took the time to understand our 
need, and then decided to cast your 
ballots in our favor. Again, thank you 
for your support on behalf of Indian 
Lake Board of Education members, 
students, staff and myself. 

Behind the education of our 
students, the number one issue that 
concerns board members and me 
is school funding in Ohio. As you 

know, courts have declared this state’s system of funding 
public education unconstitutional no less than four times. 
We continue to work with our state legislators and elected 
RIÀFLDOV�WR�ÀQG�D�VROXWLRQ�WR�WKLV�IXQGLQJ�LVVXH�WKDW�LV�IDLU�
to all students, districts and taxpayers. We begin the new 
ÀQDQFLDO�\HDU�ZLWK�VRPH�UHOLHI�IURP�ÀQDQFLDO�ZRUULHV�
because of the positive result from voters for our levy. 
However, we are continuously cautious of spending because 
we just do not know how state budgets will impact our 
district in the future.  

Over the past several months, I have talked with many 
parents, retirees and residents at levy presentations, on 
the phone and in private. Board of Education members 
have heard from you as well. We invite you to continue 
your interest in our schools. The board meets every third 
0RQGD\�RI�WKH�PRQWK�DW������S�P��DW�WKH�ERDUG�RIÀFH�LQ�DQ�
open forum. If you have the time, volunteer to help in an 
elementary classroom. Ask about projects the Middle School 
Builders Club members perform. Take in a high school choir 
performance or sporting event. Please continue to talk with 
us. We want to educate the children of our community in 
WKH�PRVW�HIÀFLHQW�DQG�HIIHFWLYH�ZD\�SRVVLEOH��,�WKLQN�WKH�EHVW�
way to accomplish this is by continuing to work together. 

–Patrick O’Donnell, Superintendent of Schools

Superintendent’sMessage

Breakfast is Food for Thought
Early in the morning, food service workers at Indian Lake 

6FKRROV�SUHSDUH�WKH�ÀUVW�PHDO�RI�WKH�GD\�LQFOXGLQJ�DQ�HJJ�ZUDS��
fruit and milk. Breakfast is served from 7:50 a.m. to 8 a.m. in 
the cafeteria for high school and middle school students in the 
VHYHQWK�DQG�HLJKWK�JUDGHV��6WDII�PHPEHUV�GHOLYHU�PHDOV�WR�ÀIWK�
and sixth grade classrooms, as well as the elementary school 
pods. For many students, this nourishment is just what they need 
to start off a long day of learning. 

Our district is mentioned in the Oct. 2014 issue of Ohio 
Schools Magazine for the high level of participation in the 
breakfast program. Indian Lake Food Service Supervisor Susan 
Young explains out of 650 elementary students, between 350 
and 400 are served breakfast daily. Young says there is a need 
to start off the day with a healthy meal to ensure academic 
success: “We see fewer absences, fewer attention problems, 
IHZHU�WULSV�WR�WKH�QXUVH·V�RIÀFH�DQG�IHZHU�GLVFLSOLQH�LVVXHV�
when children are not hungry.”

An Indian Lake school breakfast consists of four 
components: two grains or a protein, a fruit and a dairy. USDA 
guidelines mandate students take a cup of fruit or juice and the 
main breakfast item on the menu. All items are approved for 
appropriate levels of sodium, fat and sugar content. The cost 
for high school students is $1.25. Elementary and middle school 
students pay $.70. The federal government partially reimburses 
the district for the cost of offering breakfast to students. 

Parents and students can see the Indian Lake breakfast menu 
GDLO\�E\�ORJJLQJ�RQ�WR�ZZZ�LOV�N���RUJ��ÀQGLQJ�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�
page for your student and clicking on the Breakfast Menu button.  
Parents should know that Indian Lake Schools do not serve 
breakfast on days when school is delayed.

Pay-to-Participate Fees
Pay-to-participate fees are reduced effective in November. 

High school students will now pay $40 per student, per activity, 
up to two activities. Middle school and Elementary school 
students pay $20 per activity, per student, up to two activities. 

ILHS Busing Update
With the passage of the renewal levy, busing for Indian Lake 

High School students is reinstated. Transportation Director, Pat 
Smith, got to work immediately after the election, hiring bus 
GULYHUV�DQG�UHDG\LQJ�WKH�ÁHHW��7KH�JRDO�ZDV�WR�KDYH�KLJK�VFKRRO�
students back on the buses after winter break, but Smith was able 
to accomplish this just after Thanksgiving break. New postcards 
have been sent to parents concerning new bus assignments. If 
you have questions about your student’s bus route or assignment, 
contact Transportation Director, Pat Smith, at 686-8601.

Cashier, Deb Maddox, helps students get a healthy breakfast each morning.

Thank you to the voters of the Indian Lake Local Schools district for 
coming out in great numbers to pass our recent levy!
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Twenty Years of Achieving Excellence
The Indian Lake Middle School makes a special example of 

successful students with the Academic Hall of Fame selection 
each year. Students, parents, teachers and staff gathered in late 
September for the 20th Annual ILMS Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony. To be eligible, students must have maintained a 3.8 
GPA, maintained a 98-percent attendance rate, and have been 
HQUROOHG����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�VHPHVWHUV�RI�WKHLU�ÀIWK�WKURXJK�HLJKWK�
grade years. Eleven freshman students and their families were 
invited back to receive a plaque and attend a reception in their 
honor. The 2014 inductees are: Lauren Anderson, Terrin Bok, 
Aubrey Grider, Spencer Klauer, Jade-Lynn Lewis, Kevin McLane, 
Tommy Meek, Tatum Reprogle, K. Xander Vance, Mary Ann 
Wahl and Spencer Wolf.

ILSD Drund Online Community
This fall, Indian Lake Local Schools launched the Drund 

community. Drund has the look and feel of popular networking 
sites such as Facebook and Twitter, but is a private online 
community, only open to educators and parents within the 
school district. Teachers and staff are already using Drund as 
a tool to share pictures, videos and other information about 
building-level activities, instructional tools and the small 
miracles that occur daily in classrooms. Drund can be accessed 
through a computer or on a smartphone. This system was created 
by an Ohio-based company and is being offered free of charge to 
public schools. 

Parents should have already received a letter and password 
information. If you would like to sign up for Indian Lake School’s 
Drund, contact Jamie Ross at 686-8833. 

School Closings and Delays
Delay and cancellation information can be found on the 

school website (www.ils-k12.org). Parents and guardians with 
DQ�XS�WR�GDWH�SKRQH�QXPEHU�ÀOHG�ZLWK�WKH�VFKRRO�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�
QRWLÀHG�WKURXJK�WKH�DOO�FDOO�V\VWHP��'HOD\V�DQG�FDQFHOODWLRQV�ZLOO�
also be announced on WPKO/WBLL radio, along with other local 
radio and television stations. 

Care Bear Groups Offer Support for ILES Students
Elementary guidance counselor, Suzy Mallory, knows nearly 

every child at ILES. She has been doing this job a long time and 
has helped thousands of students cope with a variety of issues 
over the years. Among the many hats she wears, it is her role to 
understand what kinds of social supports children need to be 
able to come to school and learn without worry.

For several years, Mrs. Mallory has conducted Care Bear 
groups. These are collections of six to 10 students who have 
something in common. They meet voluntarily in the guidance 
RIÀFH�GXULQJ�OXQFK�RQFH�D�ZHHN�E\�JUDGH�OHYHO�WR�GLVFXVV�
their similarities in a quiet, calm atmosphere. Students simply 
need parent permission to join. During the group counseling 
sessions, students often do role-playing exercises and watch 
videos on the topic at hand. They are not required to share. Mrs. 
Mallory regularly leads Care Bear groups on divorce, loss of a 
parent or loved-one, self-esteem, being an only child and how to 
manage anger.

This winter she will pilot a new Care Bear group called 
“Living With My Grandparents.” Studies show more and more 
grandparents are bringing up their grandchildren for various 
reasons. Mrs. Mallory says students need to know this happens 
in many families. She points out students must understand 
grandmas and grandpas have experience raising children, but 
may have been out of practice for a while. 

Another recent addition to the “Care Bear” groups is called 
“Caring Sibs,” for students who may have a brother or sister with 
special needs. Mallory says it is often hard for a typical child 
to handle responsibilities, expectations and even feelings of 
jealousy that may come along with having a sibling who needs 
extra attention and care. Look for sign-up sheets for these groups 
going home in book bags soon. 

The 2014 Academic Hall of Fame inductees are, front row from left, 
Tatum Reprogle, Lauren Anderson, Mary Ann Wahl, Terrin Bok, Jade-
Lynn Lewis and Tommy Meek; and back row, Aubrey Grider, K. Xander 
Vance, Kevin McLane, Spencer Klauer and Spencer Wolf.

Guidance counselor, Suzy Mallory, works with students during a 
lunchtime “Care Bear” group.

Junior, Connor Davis, lights a candle after being tapped for National 
Honor Society.



You’re Invited!
The Board of Education of Indian 

Lake Local School District meets the third 
Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Board Room. You are invited to attend 
these meetings.

Board of Education
Mark Albright .................................... President
Rick Clark ...................................Vice President
Kim Boswell ......................................... Member
Glenn Honeycutt ................................. Member
Steve Spath ........................................... Member

Feedback Is Welcome
We welcome our readers’ letters, 

comments and critique. Write to us at 
Editor, Laker Lore, Indian Lake Local 
Schools, 6210 State Route 235 North, 
Lewistown, OH 43333, or call us at  
(937) 686-8601.

Our Phone/Fax Numbers 
Indian Lake Elementary .......... (937) 686-7323
Indian Lake Middle School ..... (937) 686-8833
Indian Lake High School ......... (937) 686-8851
$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�2IÀFH .............. (937) 686-8601

Fax ...................................... (937) 686-8421

Our Website Address
www.indianlake.k12.oh.us

Check us out on 

at Indian Lake Schools

and follow us on

at @IL_Lakers .

Indian Lake Local School District
$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�2IÀFH
6210 State Route 235 North
Lewistown, OH 43333

All-School Calendar
Dec. 22 – Jan. 2 ................... Winter Break

(no school)
Jan. 13 ................ End of Second 9 Weeks
Jan.16 ..... Teacher In-Service (no school)
Jan. 19 ..........Martin Luther King Jr. Day

(no school)
Feb. 13 ..... Teacher Workday (no school)
Feb. 16 ...........Presidents Day (no school)
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Fall Sports Successes
It was a season of historic victories for the IL boys soccer team. They racked up 

more wins than in any other season since the program began and took home the Central 
Buckeye Conference title. The Miami Valley Scholastic Soccer Coaches Association 
recently named Dustin Roby and Santiago Costa to the Division II First Team. Jon 
Shoffstall was named Head Coach of the Year for the North Division and Josh Reed was 
named Assistant Coach of the Year.  CBC Conference honors for the team also include: 

• First Team All-CBC: Dustin Roby, Santi Costa, Parker Grothaus, Zach Allison, 
Tyler Rode 

• Special Mention All-CBC: Nikolas Vance, Michael Mallory
• CBC Sportsmanship Award: Andrew Crockett
• Miami Valley District Awards: 1st-Team Miami Valley North and 1st-Team All-

Miami Valley: Dustin Roby
• First-Team Miami Valley North: Santiago Costa
• Second-Team Miami Valley North: Tyler Rode
• Third-Team Miami Valley North: Zach Allison, Parker Grothaus
• Kettering Medical Center Sportsmanship Award: Michael Mallory 
• Senior All-Star game participants: Dustin Roby, Tyler Rode, Zach Allison

The football, volleyball, girls soccer, golf and cross-country teams also had 
successful seasons.  Junior Joey Davidson was named Defensive Player of the Year in 
football. CBC conference honors for the rest of the fall sports teams include:

• Football First Team: Steven Major, Alex Jacobs, Cole Merritt, Cody Winegardner, 
Ivan Reichert, Hunter Vance

• Special Mention: Tyler Reprogle, Nate Kaffenbarger and Don Paul Thompson 
• Sportsmanship: Josh Smith 
• Golf First Team: Caleb Meadows and Morgan Barnett 
• Sportsmanship: Morgan Barnett 
• Cross Country Sportsmanship: Macaleb Miller and Gabe Reichert
• Volleyball First Team: Michelle Grider
• Special Mention: Sydney Miller 
• Sportsmanship: Monica Boswell
• Girls Soccer Special Mention: Brittany Bryant and Winnie Miller 
• Sportsmanship: Rachel Kimmel
Good luck to all the winter sports athletes as they kick off their seasons!

The Indian Lake boys soccer team took home the Central Buckeye Conference title, a historic 
victory for the school!


